NEW RELIEFS AND INSCRIPTIONS
FROM FIVE OLD TOMBS AT GIZA AND SAQQARA

Jaromfr MALEK

Although the tombs discussed in this article date from the 01d
Kingdom, the term 'old' in the title refers to the period for which
they have been known and accessible to scholars and the public,
rather than their actual antiquity. Sadly, the consequences of
prolonged exposure of a monument are almost always detrimental, and
unless a complete record of the scenes and inscriptions is made
immediately after its excavation, the result is a loss of information.
Egyptologists of today thus often have to reconstruct from fragments
what their predecessors could still see complete and undamaged {1).

1. Giza tomb G 2150, X3-nfr, end of the 4th or early 5th

Dyn. PM 1112, 77-8.
In 1912 the mastaba of Kanefer, in the nucleus cemetery G 2100
north-west of Khufu's pyramid, was excavated by the Harvard-Boston
expedition led by G.A. Reisner (2). A substantial portion of its
relief-decoration was already missing: the central part of the
southern jamb of the doorway leading to the interior chape! (3),
parts of the northern jamb with the panel beyond it (4), and much
of the northern thickness (5), as well as most of the northern
false-door in the chapel (6). Sections of the tomb's decoration
were found effaced by eronsion.

{1} For help and informhtion I am grateful to Miss H. Murray, Miss
K. Lorimer, and Miss Y., Harpur, as well as Miss J. Bourriauw and
Mr. R.V. Nicholls {Department of Antiquities, Fitzwilliam
Museum, Cambridge), Mr. J. Ruffle {Gulbenkian Museum of
Oriental Art ands Archaeology, Durham), and Mr. W.V. Davies
(Department of Egyptian Antiquities, The British Museum,
Lendon). The line-drawings were made by Mrs, M.E. Cox.
The abbreviations used are those of Revue d'Egyptologie.
This communication was completed in August 1981.

{(2) G.A. Reisner, 4 History of the Giza Neeropoliag, 1 (Cambridge,
Mass., Harvard University Press, 1942), p. 437,

{3) 1d., ibid., fig. 264,
(4) Id4., ibid., fig. 263 upper.
{5) 1d., ibid., fig. 261.

(6) Id., ibid., fig. 257.
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1.1. The southern jamb of the doorway of the interior chapel.

A photograph (fig. 1.1a) of the missing relief-fragment with the
head of Kanefer and his name and titles (z3-nsw, jmj-r wpwt,

mdw k3-hd) inscribed before and above him is among the Newberry
papers at the Griffith Institute (7). The right edge of the relief
joins the rest of the jamb found by Reisner (now in Boston, M.F.A.
34.58) perfectly (fig. 1.1b); some slight misalignment elsewhere
seems to have been caused by minor inconsistencies in the published

cCopy.

Fig. 1l.la. Relief Amherst 185, from Giza tomb & 2150.
Courtesy Griffith Institute.

The jamb is the only part of the mastaba where Kanefer is described
as a "Prince' (23-new). Princes, whether 'real’ or 'honorary',

seem to have played no part in Egyptian administration for most

of the 5th Dynasty (8), so that Kanefer's career must have taken
place under the Giza rulers of the 4th Dynasty (the names of his
estates are composed with the names of Khufu, Khephren, and Men-

(7) Unnumbered at the time of writing.
(8) B. Schmitz, Untersuchungen zum Titel 83-njswt, "Kénigeasohn",-

(Bonn, 1976), pp. l67-8. Kanefer's existence passed unnoticed
in the Etud? .
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Fig. 1l.1lb, Southern jamb of the doorway of Giza temb G 2150,
with relief Amherst 185, Re-drawn from G.A. Reisner,
A History of the Giza Neeropolis, I, fig. 264, and
completed from a photograph in Newberry Mss. at the
Griffith Institute.
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kaure®), even though the tomb's decoration may have been completed
a little later (9}).

The 'new' relief used to belong to one of the most impertant
private collections of Egyptian antiquities ever assembled in
England, that of Lord Amherst of Hackney (10}, and so was, presu-
mably, removed from the tomb sometime between about 1875 (see
below) and 1921. Its present location is not known to me.

1.2 The upper lintel of the southern false-door.
When W.M. Flinders Petrie copied some of the inscriptions in the
chapel on the 19th April, 1881, the right end of the lintel
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Fig. 1.2. Upper lintel of the southern false-door in Giza
tomb G 2150. Re-drawn from G.A. Reisner, 4 History
of the Giza Necropolis, I, fig. 257, and completed
from Petrie in Sayce Mss. 24 middle, at the Griffith
Institute,

{9} Reisner (op.cit., p. 417) estimates the date of the completion
of the core tc have been after Menkaure , presumably bhecause
of the toemb's position (in the eastern, i.e. later part of
the cemetery), the mascon's graffito with date h3t—zp 12 in
G 2120 (W.s. Smith in JNES 11, 1952, p. 127, 3 with fig. &),
and the relationship between cemeteries G 2100 and G 4000,

See also W. Helck in ZAS 81 (1956), p. 64.

(10) Catalogue of the Amherst Collection of Egyptian & Oriental
Antigquities (Sotheby, Wilkinscn & Hodge, June 13-17, 1921).
No. 185: *Limestone Bas-Relief from the Pyramid plateau,
19 Zn. by 13 in., bearing a portrait head of an official,
a fine example of 0ld Kingdom work.' See also PM 1III2,309,
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{(fig. 1.2) was still legible (11). Even more importantly, Petrie's
account provides an insight into the earlier history of excavation
and depredation of the tomb: 'Uncovered about 16 April 1881, by order
from the Bulak Museum. Much of the top of this and neighbouring

tomb was stripped by the Arabs a few years ago' {12},

1.3. The names of the estates ([13) in the bottom register of
the eastern wall.
In 1881 the names of the estates (14) were visible (15). H.K.

Btate number 18 i7 16 15 4
G.A Reisner ??LS? 537 ?22227 15225’ 7
H.Kﬁ.?:cquet- /9 Frr’ % 1///;// % %
wo Vo \Z \p| 2| @
= eRIE
) d
W.M.F Petrie 4 FH‘-“ Z?S?t = ;; @ &
& (%) %Snl?- (PN
& mﬁj%;bw
Note Petries copy of No.i4 looks like this : [Pq
¥
Sa
Fig, 1.3. Names of estates Nos. 14-1B in Giza tomb G 2150.

Petrie's copy in Sayce Mss. 24d bottom, at the
Griffith Institute.

{11} Petrie in Sayce Mss. 24 middle, at the Griffith Institute,
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.

(12) 14., ikid., 24 top.

{13) Another 0ld Kingdom tomb at Giza for which cvorrections
and additions te the names of estates can .be made from
old records {(squeezes made by R.T. and A. Lieder in 1850)
is that of Sndm-jb Jntj, ¢ 2370, see J. MiAlek in GM 13
(1874}, pp. 21-4.

{14) H.K. Jacguet-Gordon, Les noms dee domaines funéraires sous
l'4dncien Empire égyptien {(Cairo, IFAO, Bibl. d'Etude, 34, 1962),
p. 242, Nos. 14-18 and fig. 49. The numbering used here is
that of Jacquet-Gordon.

{15} Petrie in Sayce Mss. 244 bottom.
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Jacquet-Gordon assumed that there were five estates in this
register, but according to Petrie the original number was four
(fig. 1.3).

The name of estate No. 14 (of Jacquet-Gordon) is not clear to me,
though the name reconstructed as sk/jJw/t/in the tomb of shm-k3-R
at Giza (16) might be identical. If so, the reading 53bwt is
preferable.

[

Estate ¥j-dw3-Sufrw in the valley temple of Snefru at Dahshur
(17) conforms to the same pattern, but vj-dw3-2°2"f (No. 15) is
new.

Grgt-k3nfr (No. 16) is the same name as that of the first estate
{(No. &) in the register above (18).

Z. Giza tombs G 2427, Mnw-nfr, probably late Dyn. 5, and G 2430
=LG 25, Htp-nj-Pith, probably early Dyn. 6, PM 1112.94—5.
The tomb of Hetepniptah lies near the north-western corner of
Khufu's pyramid. It was recorded by the Prussian Expedition led
by C.R. Lepsius in the early forties of the Tast century and
subseguently published, and again in 1974 by A. Badawy (19}.
The tomb of Minnefer is situated to the south-west of the previous
mastaba, and was excavated by the Harvard-Boston expedition in
1836 (as the tomb of Hetepniptah must have been), but remains
unpublished. According to G.A. Reisner (20), its chapel was found
almost completely destroyed,

{16} H.K. Jacguet-Gordon, op.a2i:ft., p. 226 No., 12,

{17}y Id., ibid., p. 131 No. 30, and p. 136 No. 95. An Overseer of
prophets of Hathor Mistress of Ni-dw3-Snfrw is attested as
late as the end of the 6th Dynasty (G. Jéquier, Tombeaux
de particuliers contermporains de Pépi 11, cairo, 1929, fig.
1197 .

{18) H.K. Jacquet-Gordon, op.2it., p. 242 No. 6.
{19) A. Badawy, The Tomb of Nyhetep-FPtah at Giza and the Tomb
of ‘AnkhmSahkor at Sagqara {University of California Press,

1978), pp. 1-9 with figs. and pls.

(20) In BMF4 36 (1538B), p. Z26.
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